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Recitation 1 Malala Yousafzai’s speech (excerpt): Youth Takeover of the United Nations 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, do remember one thing. Malala day is not my day. Today is the day 

of every woman, every boy and every girl who have raised their voice for their rights. There 

are hundreds of Human Rights activists who are not only speaking for human rights, but who 

are struggling to achieve their goals of education, peace and equality. Thousands of people 

have been killed by the terrorists and millions have been injured. I am just one of them. 

 

So here I stand...    one girl among many. 

I speak – not for myself, but for all girls and boys. 

I raise up my voice – not so that I can shout, but so that those without a voice can be heard. 

Those who have fought for their rights: 

Their right to live in peace. 

Their right to be treated with dignity. 

Their right to equality of opportunity. 

Their right to be educated. 

 

Dear Friends, on the 9th of October 2012, the Taliban shot me. They shot my friends too. 

They thought that the bullets would silence us. But they failed. (…) The terrorists thought 

that they would change our aims and stop our ambitions, but nothing changed in my life 

except this: Weakness, fear and hopelessness died. Strength, power and courage were born.  I 

am the same Malala. My ambitions are the same. My hopes are the same. My dreams are the 

same. 

 

I do not even hate the Talib who shot me. Even if there is a gun in my hand and he stands in 

front of me, I would not shoot him. This is the compassion that I have learnt from 

Muhammad-the prophet of mercy, Jesus Christ and Lord Buddha. This is the legacy of 

change that I have inherited from Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela and Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah. This is the philosophy of non-violence that I have learnt from Gandhi Jee, Bacha 

Khan and Mother Teresa. And this is the forgiveness that I have learnt from my mother and 

father. This is what my soul is telling me, be peaceful and love everyone. 
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